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1. Purpose of Report

1.1 To provide an update on the Council’s plans for taking part in Local Democracy 
Week 2015.

2. Background

2.1 In 2014 the Council distributed a series of democracy-themed lesson plans to 
schools in Lincoln as part of Local Democracy Week. This course of action was 
chosen in preference to more time-intensive projects which would also be less 
easily offered to a wider number of students.

2.2 At the Ethics and Engagement Committee meeting of 2 February 2015 members 
resolved to attempt to organise a democracy debate for school pupils from across 
Lincoln. This project was led by the Committee’s vice-chair but unfortunately the 
event was postponed as a result of a lack of response from local schools.

2.3 At the Ethics and Engagement Committee meeting of 23 March 2015 members 
further resolved to seek to incorporate a democracy debate within the Council’s 
plans for Local Democracy Week 2015.

3. October 2015 Plans

3.1 Local Democracy Week will take place from 12-18 October 2015. A letter has been 
sent to the head teacher of each secondary school in Lincoln highlighting the 
Council’s interest in facilitating events during Local Democracy Week. At the time of 
writing the report, one positive response had been received from schools. However, 
schools were asked to make any responses by 8 June 2015 so a verbal update on 
any further interested schools will be delivered to the Committee.

3.2 As a result of previous difficulties in promoting interest from schools in local 
democracy events, the format of any events has been left open to any feedback 
from interested schools. While this may mean that any event would deviate from the 
initial plan for a centrally-hosted debate, it is probable that this increases the 
likelihood of schools responding to this request by allowing flexibility to work around 
individual schools’ priorities.

3.3 Any further events are likely to be dependent on the level of interest from schools. 
As noted above, lesson plans have previously been circulated to schools to provide 
an alternative source of democratic education. 



4. Organisational Impacts 

4.1 Finance 
There are no direct financial implications arising from this report.

4.2 Legal Implications 
There are no direct legal implications arising from this report.

5. Recommendation 

5.1 That members note the report and offer any suggestions regarding any events to be 
facilitated by the Council during Local Democracy Week.


